


At POA, we provide a broad and carefully designed range of qualifications that support every student to achieve, progress, and pursue their individual aspirations. Our curriculum offers meaningful academic, vocational, and technical pathways, ensuring that all learners can access opportunities that reflect their strengths, interests, and future goals.
AQA Unit Awards - allow learners to gain accreditation for the skills and knowledge they develop, providing a valuable pathway that supports confidence, engagement, and successful progression
Arts Award - a recognised qualification that nurtures creativity and personal expression. This qualification includes a wide range of artistic skills, the study of artists and sharing the skills and knowledge the students have with others.
OCR Entry Level PE - an accessible and meaningful qualification that enables students to develop practical skills, build confidence, and gain recognition for their progress in sport and physical activity.
Entry Level Science (AQA) - Entry Level Science provides students with an accessible introduction to key ideas in biology, chemistry, and physics. The course is structured in small, clear units and focuses on practical, hands‑on activities to help students build confidence and understanding. It supports learners with SEND by breaking down concepts into manageable steps and allowing them to show their progress in a variety of ways. Entry Level Science helps students make sense of the world around them and develop essential scientific and life skills that will support them in their future pathways.
Digital Functional Skills (Pearson – Entry Level 3 and Level 1) - Digital Functional Skills qualifications help students develop the essential digital skills needed for everyday life, learning, and future employability. The course covers practical areas such as using devices safely, navigating online information, creating simple digital content, and communicating effectively using digital tools. Tasks are broken into clear, manageable steps and are designed to support learners with SEND by offering structured activities and real‑life, meaningful contexts. These qualifications help students build confidence in using technology and support their independence in an increasingly digital world.

Functional skills Entry Level in Maths, English and Computing - providing accessible and practical pathways that help students develop essential skills for everyday life, learning and future employment. These qualifications support learners at all abilities by building confidence, strengthening core competencies and enabling meaningful progression.
BTEC Level 1 in PE - ensure all students can access a recognised, skills-based qualification that values practical performance, celebrates individual progress and promotes engagement in physical activity
BTEC Level 1 Personal Growth and Wellbeing - giving students a recognised qualification that supports their personal development, confidence and understanding of how to manage their wellbeing effectively
BTEC Level 1 Home cooking skills - enabling students to develop practical cooking abilities, build confidence in the kitchen and gain a recognised qualification that supports healthy, independent living. This qualification includes health and safety in a kitchen environment and provides llifelongkills for health and independence. 
BTEC Level 1 Land-based Studies - introduces learners to the essential skills, knowledge, and practical experiences needed to work safely and confidently within the land-based sector, including areas such as animal care, horticulture, and environmental management.
GCSE Mathematics - A core subject covering a broad range of topics including algebra, statistics and geometry, helping students develop essential mathematical skills. The aim is to build confidence and competence in using Maths in everyday life as well as to develop critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. It provides a foundation for further studies and many careers, ensuring students can understand and apply mathematical thinking in real-world contexts.
GCSE English Language Step Up to English (AQA) is a nationally recognised qualification.
Step Up to English Entry Level (1-3) qualification introduces students needing to build literacy skills acting as a stepping stone towards the GCSE pathway focusing on practical reading, writing and spoken language through two levels: Silver Step (Enrty1-2) and Gold Step (Entry 3) offering flexible, on demand assessment.
GCSE English Language is a qualification focusing on reading writing, and communication skills. The course assesses a student’s ability to analyse unseen fiction and non-fiction texts from the 19th-21st centuries, produce original creative writing, and communicate effectively typically tested through two main exam papers. This ensures students can read fluently, write effectively and analyse how writer use language and structure to create effects.
GCSE Biology (AQA) - GCSE Biology introduces students to the basic ideas of living organisms, including cells, the human body, plants, and simple ecological concepts. The course focuses on building practical skills, confidence, and understanding through accessible activities and clear, structured learning. It is designed to support foundation-level learners and students with SEND by breaking topics into manageable steps and helping them apply biological ideas to everyday situations. This qualification aims to develop essential scientific knowledge that supports students in their future pathways, independence, and life skills.
GCSEs provide our students with strong academic foundations and recognised qualifications that support their progression into further study, training and future career pathways




